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International Incidents Caused
by Limi’s Troops in Burma, 1950-1954

Tom Yee-huei Chin

Associate Research Fellow
ISSP. Academia Sinica

ABSTRACT

Limi’s troops encamped in Yurinan were forced to infiltrate Burma
as a sanctuary in February 1950, fleeing the onslaught of the People’s
Liberation Army (PLA). Generally, Limi’s troops would be unable to
survive in such a remote border area without supplies, not to mention
develop and perform. After the outbreak of the Korean War and the US
policy to contain it, the allied army failed to withstand the onslaught of
the PLA. In order to distract the PLA from Korea and set up the “Third
Force” of China, President Truman approved “Operation Paper” pro-
posed by the CIA’s Office of Policy Co-ordination. The purpose was to
support Limi’s troops to attack Yunnan in order to impede the PLA’s
plans on the Korean Peninsula. Limi’s troops were able to survive and
develop due to these outside supplies.

As the remote border area encamped by Limi’s troops was surround-
ed by other countries, its only supply route was through Thailand. As
Thailand had been conquered by Burma several times historically and
the US could protect Thailand if it allied with the US, Plaek Pibun-
songkhram, the Thai premier, not only joined the allies in the Korean
War, but also promised to give assistance to Operation Paper. There was
a further incentive: the premier wanted to make up for its alliance with
Japan in World War II..

Facing complaints from Burma, the ROC tried to comply by repatri-
ating only 2,000 men to Taiwan. In “Operation Heaven,” the rest of
Limi’s troops were to remain in Burma disguised as the Karen army. But
this operation was not carried out due to lack of confidence. Instead, they
proposed another organization, “The Allied Army of Free People of
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Southeast Asia.” Under this new strategy, they could not cope with the
demand of Burma to relinquish six key food production areas. This led
the ROC to believe that Limi’s troops could not survive in Burma any
longer. Therefore, they made a decision to repatriate Limi’s troops
completely.

Key Words: Limi’s troops, Operation Paper, Operation Heaven,

Burma’s complaint to UN, Operation Repatriation



