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ABSTRACT

Divided party control of the executive and legislative branches has
become the normal condition of Taiwan’s politics. At a concrete level,
it is always argued that divided government tends to generate such
executive-legislature predicaments as policy gridlock, stalemate, and
inefficiency. Using time-series cross-section (TSCS) models, we empiri-
cally examine the executive-legislature relations in terms of “the législa-
tive enactments proposed by the executive branch,” “the reduction pro-
portions of budgets,” and “the passage of laws in the legislature” at
Taiwan’s 23 local governments from 1986 to 2001. The findings indicate
that unified versus divided party control of the government exerts an
important influence on the three indicators of executive-legislature rela-
tions. It is especially salient that when the Democratic Progressive
Party’s (DPP) executives facing the Kuomintang (KMT) overwhelmingly
controlled the legislatures, the reduction proportions of local-govern-
ment budgets tend to increase, while the legislation productivities de-
crease compared to under a unified KMT-controlled government. The
results also reveal that the reelection intentions of executive incumbents
emerge as a statistically significant determinant of the three indicators
of executive-legislature relations. We conclude with the limitations of
this study and remark an the possible approaches for further research on
divided government in Taiwan.
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