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ABSTRACT

The main purpose of this article is to study the mutual relation
between the citizen and the state; and its role in our epoch. For Aristotle,
a citizen is both governor and governed. This classic version assumes
that all individuals belonging to a historically developed community.
Since the later seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, the oppositions
between the individual and the state, the private and the public, egotism
and altruism, as well as between a life governed by reason and one gover-
ned by the passions, have become constitutive of human existence in the
Western modern state. Just like Kant asserted, the realm of the ethical is
reserved for the private workings of inner life and the public arena is the
sphere of right, of mutual and rational consent to the individual and col-
lective will of others.

But nowadays the distinction between the public and the private
decline. Hegel and Marx, both, in different ways, have already sought to
overcome this distinction between legality and morality, between juridi-
cal community and ethical life that was believed by Kant. The actual
tendency of the globalization and liberalism enlarges the field of the

market and reduces the role of the state. The role of the consumer substi-

tutes for the citizen.

Facing to this trend, it is necessary for the state to change its role
from a controller to a regulator. The new emancipation of the subject
from the public authority demands emphasis on the force of moral senti-
ments and natural affections, which roots man in community.
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