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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this essay is to give a detailed analysis of Michael
Oakeshott’s idea of liberal education. In line with his prominent account
of modern state governance in terms of civil association and enterprise
association, Oakeshott is likely to put Western educational thought into
two main categories, namely, liberal education and social education. To
Oakeshott, the most serious crisis that roils today’s universities results
from a modernized attempt to define the “social aims” of a university by
appealing to Rationalism and the related notion of enterprise associa-
tion. In order to revitalize a humanist’s interests in studying the
ontological conditions of a man being a human being, Oakeshott there-
fore moves to launch a subsequent critique of social education in favor of
liberal education, a critique which echoes his famous attack on Ration-
alism and enterprise association in every respect. Accordingly, the major
part of this essay will follow Oakeshott’s steps to re-establish the charac-
teristics of liberal education in terms of the humanist etkos evinced in his
philosophical skepticism.
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