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ABSTRACT

Financial independence is the important foundation of local autono-
my. However, financial independence includes two dimensions of
expenditure independence and revenue independence. We used to focus
on the dimension of revenue when discussing the financial independence
of local governments; therefore local financial revenues were deficient
all the time. But with the dimension of revenue increasing its
independence due to the shift of the relevant laws, it seems that we
should notice the problem of the dimension of the expenditure of local
governments.

When France gave impetus to the movement of local decentraliza-
tion, she also strengthened the supervision of the independence of local
financial expenditures, and set up a specialized accountability institution
called the Local Financial Court. It achieved remarkable success. This
article discusses the financial supervision of the Local Financial Court,
and elaborates its normative legal system and application in reality.

This article also mentions our current circumstance of financial
supervision. It would be beneficial for us to refer to the legal system of
France, and to consider the future direction of reform of our legal
system.
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