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and Theory of Party and Faction Competition
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ABSTRACT

Rational choice theories are methodological individualism, so they
are not compatible with the assumption of unitary actors. Game theorists
argue that people who have interests in common would not necessarily
cooperate. Social choice theorists demonstrate that preferences of
collectives aggregated from individuals’ preferences are not necessarily
rational. However, parties are usually assumed to be unitary actors
when rational choice theorists develop their models of party competition.
This makes their models and approach contradictory.

The measurements of party positions have the same problem. Both
expert surveys and Manifesto Research Group provide party positions in
the policy space without the information about intra-party conflicts.
Therefore, it is crucial to rethink the theories of party competition and
measurements of party positions.

Because of the problems of collective action and collective rational-
ity, intra-party conflicts must be considered when developing models of
party competition. One of the possible starting points is to include
factions into the models. Electoral competition under the single non-
transferable vote is used as an example in this research to show how to
develop a model that includes both parties and factions.

In addition to the revision of theories, the measurements of party
positions should be improved to make the examination of models
possible. This research discusses how to measure candidates, factions,
and parties’ positions in the elections of the Legislative Yuan in Taiwan
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and tests the theory against the data obtained.
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of party position, unitary actor, faction





