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29 His majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom continue to adhere to the Cairo
Declaration of the Ist December, 1943, regarding the restoration to China of the
island of Formosa. This Declaration of Allied purpose however could not of itself
transfer sovereignty over Formosa from Japan to China, which must await the
conclusion of a peace treaty with Japan or the execution of some other formal
diplomatic instrument. This being so, His majesty’s Government regret that they
cannot agree that Formosans have yet re-acquired Chinese nationality, even though
Formosa itself is now under the administration of the Chinese Government. In the
meantime, pending some formal act such as that referred to above, instructions have
been sent to the British territories concerned that Formosans should in general be
treated as nationals of a friendly country. Similar instructions have been sent to His
Majesty’s Minister at Bangkok.
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30 In the view of His Majesty’s Government, the conferment of Chinese nationality on
Formosans en bloc can be properly based and recognized only on the basis of Chinese
sovereignty over the island and His Majesty’s Government regret that they are
unable to accept as adequate for the purpose any unilateral act of the Chinese
Government such as the Executive Yuan Order promulgated in January 1946.... His
Majesty’s Government have, as already stated, instructed the British authorities
concerned to treat Formosans in general as friendly aliens. These instructions
however, I would point out admit of exceptions being made in individual bases, and
they should not be read as a direction to treat all Formosans as Chinese nationals,
bending a formal transfer to China of sovereignty over the island. At the same time
His Majesty’s Government recognise that Formosa is now under Chinese administra-
tion and they agree therefore that the British authorities concerned should as a gen-
eral rule accept representations made by the Chinese diplomatic and consular offi-
cers on behalf of Formosans.
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32 “The status of Formosans in this country is equal to that of the Japanese as long as
peace treaty with Japan has not been concluded. This implies that they will be
regarded as enemy subjects.”
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38 [Tt is the view of the Department that the removal of united Nations nationals from
the jurisdiction of Japanese police and courts was a measure designed primarily to
facilitate the work of the occupation authorities and to safeguard occupation person-
nel . .. In the meantime, this government would be disposed to hold that the supreme
commander for the Allied Powers in Japan, on the basis of the aforementioned con-
siderations and on the grounds of military necessity, would be justified in authority
the Japanese police and courts to continue to exercise jurisdiction over Taiwanese in
Japan. |
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ABSTRACT

After the end of WW II, over 100,000 Formosans were living in Japan
and Southeast Asia. The subject of Formosans’ national status became
an international issue during 1945-1947. On the one side, China’s Execu-
tive Yuan declared all Formosans living abroad to be Chinese in January
1946 (actually effective as of the 25" of October 1945). On the other side,
unfortunately, the Headquarters of the Supreme Commander for the
Allied Powers (SCAP), and the British and Dutch Governments declared
that they were unable to accept any unilateral act of the Chinese Govern-
ment. In the view of the British Government, for example, the conferment
of Chinese nationality on Formosans en bloc could be properly based and
recognized only on the basis of a peace treaty with Chinese and Japan.
However, the Formosans, such as those living in internment center or
so-called ‘war prison camps’ located in Singapore, Thailand and else-
where, were treated in general as friendly aliens by the British Govern-
ment. The author explores, in this paper, how the overseas Formosans
imparted new meanings to their sufferings in the process of establishing
their new national status, as well as how they were treated as ‘enemy
subject’ or friendly aliens by the Allied.

Key Words: Chinese Mission in Japan, SCAP, the British

Government, the Shibuya incident





