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ABSTRACT

Since the 1950’s, the most vexing issue in philosophy of social science
has been the opposition between two different positions: empiricism and
hermeneutic tradition. Recently, the important disputes between these
two positions have become outmoded subjects, but the conflict between
them is still undecided.

Around the eighties, Roy Bhaskar, a philosopher of science in Eng-
land, proposed ‘critical realism’, attempting to combine the antithetic
opinions of these two positions, to resolve this outmoded problem, and
putting forward a clear answer. Bhaskar’s effort has already attracted
extensive attention from international scholars, but unfortunately not
that of Chinese scholars. This author believes that ‘critical realism’
offers an important opportunity to reexamine the important dispute
between these two opposite positions. In view of this, the present article
try to evaluate ‘critical realism’ and its value neutrality principle.

Key Words: critical realism, transcendental realism, critical
naturalism, value neutrality, philosophy of social

science, philosophy of science, methodology.





