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ABSTRACT

Both Feminist standpoint theory and Bourdieu’s habitus, the two
leading contemporary social theories, have been taking separate ways in
their theoretical development. The attempt to link the two seems to be a
mission impossible, since standpoint theory holds that thinking from
women’s lives conveys the epistemological privilege, leading to less par-
tial and less distorted knowledge, whereas the conception of women’s
habitus suggests otherwise, namely, the unconscious fit between the
dominated and dominant. The term that combines standpoint and
habitus, accordingly, must generate an oxymoron.

This paper aims at challenging the above contradictory association,
instead arguing that the conception of standpoint’s habitus is not only
plausible but also legitimate. The way to link the two social theories is
by thinking of each other in terms of their own core concepts. In princi-
ple, each theory serves as heuristic tools to understand the other one.
Bourdieu’s major concepts, such as embodiment, social fields, symbolic
struggle and sense of the game are utilized to grasp the full contents of
standpoint theory. By corollary, the core concept of standpoint theory,
namely, the epistemic privilege of the least advantaged, can uncover the
practical implications of habitus theory.

The vantage point gained from these theoretical connections resuet
in new theoretical advantage, which leads us to see the theoretical weak-
ness on each side. Each theory, taken separately, either falls into theoret-
ical inconsistency or fails the goal it aims at, i.e., to transcend individual
autonomy and structure determination by way of embodied practices.
The paper thus concludes that the feminist habitus as a result of new
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theoretical advantage can maintain the delicate balance between deter-
mined structure and free action.
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