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ABSTRACT

Electoral stability and change in a modern democracy causes not
only the waxing and waning of a particular political party’s strength but
also the potential realignment of the entire party system. This study,
based on the panel data of the Japanese Election Study (JES), analyzes
the flow of the vote for the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) between 1993
and 1996, when the challenges of multi-party competitions occurred for
the first time in Japan since 1955. An exploratory analysis reveals that,
of the voters for the LDP in 1993 House election, approximately 77% of
them remained loyal to the LDP in 1996. Despite the 23% outflow of
votes, the LDP in 1996 attracted 35% vote inflow from non-LDP voters in
1993. It was the combination of a relatively high degree of party loyalty
and the higher inflow rate that allowed the LDP to lead the coalition
government in 1996.

More elaborate panel data analyses of fixed effects logit and ran-
dom effects probit confirm that, of those factors affecting electoral
change in Japan between the 40 and 415t House Elections, voters’ party
identification undoubtedly played a crucial role. In other words, despite
the fact that the LDP lost its one-party dominance in the early 1990s, a
substantial proportion of its supporters remained loyal. Besides, those
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who lived in rural areas and older citizens were more likely to vote for
the LDP, a pattern consistent with earlier findings in the literature of
Japanese voting behavior. After taking into account all these variables,
however, we still find that voters were more likely to vote for LDP candi-
dates than for other parties in 1996. This seems to indicate that the elec-
toral system reform in 1994, which replaced the single nontransferable
vote (SNTV) system with a mixed-member majoritarian (MMM) system,
favored the LDP in 1996.
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