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ABSTRACT

The present article explores Confucian thinking on wealth in the
pre-Ch’in period. The Author discusses some topics such as if poverty is
the condition of virtue, if a “chun-tz” (FF) can devote himself to the
pursuit of wealth, the limits of one’s possessions, one’s personality when
one becomes poor or rich, the morality of avenues to obtain wealth, and
the justice of wealth distribution, etc. The Author concludes that the
claim of Confucians in the pre-Ch’in period was a kind of wealth hier-
archical theory which aims for the so-called “hsiao-k’ang” (/\EE).
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