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ABSTRACT

This research aims at examining whether the public’s political parti-
cipation is influenced by different people’s interactive relations and
social environments in Taiwan. Different from the approaches of
“sociodemographic factor” and “political mobilization” in the previous
studies of political participation, this research employs “cross-cutting
networks” as its theoretical structure, analyzing the influence posed by
social network “cross-pressures” on voters engaging in political activ-
ities and voting participation in the 2001 county magistrate, city mayoral
and legislative elections. This work takes advantage of the 2001 Taiwan
Election and Democratization Study (TEDS 2001) survey data, using
“cross-tabulation analyses,” “ordered logit models,” and “logit models”
to test the association between cross-cutting networks and political par-
ticipation. The findings demonstrate that the variables of party identifi-
cation, Taiwanese (vs.) Chinese identification, and unification (vs.) in-
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dependence preference present statistically significant associations with
respondents’ cross-cutting networks. More importantly, the results con-
firm the research hypothesis proposed in the work: people in cross-
cutting networks involving greater political disagreement are less likely
to participate in politics; in the contrary, individuals having homogene-
ous social interactions and under low-level cross-pressures are predis-
posed to participate in politics more actively.
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