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ABSTRACT

This essay examines Hannah Arendt’s appraisal of Ideology and
Utopia, Karl Mannheim’s foundational argument for the sociology of
knowledge. It describes the background and content of this encounter,
and explores some of its implications for Arendt’s later thought.

Seen from an elongated perspective, Arendt’s youthful collision with
the sociology of knowledge assumes greater significance. First, it com-
prised her only explicit encounter with a major sociological work. Sec-
ond, Arendt’s review of Mannheim is significant in prefiguring her aver-
sion to the Marxist-sociological stratagem of “unmasking,” and her con-
tempt for of what she called “functionalism”. After Arendt’s exile in
America she would subject sociology to intensive criticism, claiming that
its approach was “abominable” and that its categories systematically
falsified the experience of totalitarianism.
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