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Lacan and Ethics of Psychoanalysis:
Analysis of the Tangle between
Kant and Sade

Hsing-yi Chiang
Assistant Professor, Department of Counseling Psychology
Toko University

ABSTRACT

This article elaborates on the ethics of psychoanalysis of Lacan. The
central theme revolves around the ambiguous relationship between Kant
and Sade. To resolve this ambiguity, Lacan insists that the categorical
imperative is not obscene superego, it is correlative to non-pathological
desire. The obscene superego is a Sadian executioner whose image
embodies the subject of political totalitarianism. This totalitarian sub-
ject exemplifies the psychical mechanism of ethics: he does his duty cold-
bloodedly while excusing himself for his torturing. In the name of duty,
he lashes others in order to realize their process of subjectivization, and
objectifies himself as the instrument of the moral law. This action makes
him betray the pure form of moral law and compromise his desire. This
is why Kantian ethics lies hidden the unique impetus important for the
ethics of psychoanalysis. For Lacan, to do one’s duty is different from
enjoyment. To do one’s duty, one needs no excuse; one has to follow his
desire without being burdened by the sense of guilt.
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