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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to investigate the determinants of voting
behavior in the 2004 legislative election. Because of the recent develop-
ment of two major political camps, this paper applies a nested logit
model to highlight the hierarchical structure of choice. The main assump-
tion is that voting behavior is determined by a voter’s evaluations of
parties in general and of the legislative body. Among a string of alterna-
tive-specific variables, party performance in the Legislative Yuan and
party feeling are found to be crucial to voting choice. The relative dis-
tance on the independence/unification issue is also a significant variable,
in addition to party support and the evaluation of the current administra-
tion. The findings not only confirm the discrete choice model, but also
highlight the influence of parties in the mass public and government.
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