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ABSTRACT

Using data from Taiwan’s Panel Study of Family Dynamics (PSFD),
this paper investigates the effect of personal characteristics and family
background factors on educational achievement and evaluates the Nine-
year Compulsory Education policy implemented in 1968. We find that
family background and personal characteristics are important factors
that affect an individual’s educational achievement. Without controlling
for personal characteristics, the estimated effect of family background
on educational achievement will bias upwards. After controlling for per-
sonal characteristics and family background, we also find that the imple-
mentation of the Nine-year Compulsory Education policy significantly
closed the educational gap across gender, region, and ethnic groups,
respectively. However, careful examination of multiple comparisons by
allowing for interactions between different groups shows that the effect
of the Nine-year Compulsory Education policy has mainly closed the
educational gap between Taiwanese and mainland Chinese.

Key Words: Nine-year Compulsory Education, educational

achievement, policy evaluation





