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ABSTRACT

This essay focuses on Lacan’s ethics of desire and retraces it as
follows: beneath the pleasure, how the jouissance comes close to the
desire and paradoxically betrays desire at the same time. Firstly,
claiming “relief is pleasure”, the pleasure principle tries to keep the
excitation of the stimulus as low as possible. But this economy of
pleasure fails to account for “pain is pleasure”, the masochistic tendency
that seeks the heightening of the excitation of the stimulus. Secondly,
“primal masochism” transgresses the pleasure principle. The function of
this transgression not only unleashes aggression outward, but it also
turns the latter’s hetero-aggression back reflexively upon the masochist
himself. This hetero-auto-aggression causes the emergence of sexuality
as jouissance. Thus jouissance indicates mutual transformation: on the
one hand, death is eroticized; on the other, eros is brought to the extreme
and maximized. Filled with the extreme eros, the masochist freezes
before the otherwise unbearable spectacle of cruelty and enjoys the
prohibited jouissance. This obscene operation of superego transgresses
the pleasure principle but it really misses the desire out beyond the
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pleasure principle. Thirdly, when the subject represents the masochistic
fantasy and poses death before him, he in fact excludes death from
himself. He has to break the economy of death and “go through the
fantasy”. The subject cannot avoid the Other’s desire by filling in the
lack of the Other. This nonavoiding confrontation with the radical
otherness of the Other causes anxiety within the subject and transposes
him into his second position: the heterogeneous locus of the unconscious.
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