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ABSTRACT

The Ch’ing government opened the country to foreign trade at the
end of 1684. From then on, many Chinese merchants went to the Philip-
pines for trade. The commerce between China and the Philippines thus
gradually flourished. This study examines a case which occurred on 26
December of 1684. A sampan named Siocanchan, commanded by a
Chinese merchant Captain Poqua, departed from Amoy (Xiamen) to
arrive in the harbor of Manila. In his written report to the customhouse
of Manila, Captain Poqua seemed to under-report the goods on board. In
addition, the goods which he reported did not seem to be of good quality.
All this aroused the suspicion of customs officers in Manila. In order to
clarify the facts, the public procurator Don Esteuan Lorenzo de la Fuente
y Alanis took over the case and began to investigate it. However, the
case of Poqua’s evasion of customs duties unexpectedly involved a com--
plicated question regarding a local official’s scandal in Mariveles.
Between the 37 and the 6" day of January, 1685, the procurator sum-
moned and questioned twenty persons, including witnesses, to clarify the
fact. The records of the case, written in different times, were found in
forty documents. These documents were all completed by a single per-
son, that is, a royal notary public, Thomas Vazquez. These primary his-
torical sources are now available in the Archivo General de Indias of
Seville, Spain. This study is thus aimed at analyzing the whole course of
the case, and how the procurator restored the fact and his preliminary
judgment. Finally, this case is revealed to be an extraordinary one. In
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fact, this case reflected the varieties of factual life of the Chinese mer-
chants in their efforts to make a living during that period of time.
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