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ABSTRACT

The author of the present study explores the paradigm shifts in the
studies of urban society in Taiwan from the 1960s to 2000s. By using
thematic content analysis of academic publications, this paper indicates
that such a shift took place in 1987, when the focus turned from the
studies of “concerns about human actors” to those dealing with “con-
cerns about spaces”.

In post-war Taiwan, urban society was the exclusive studying
domain of sociology, and tended to be strongly “practical” in orienation.
Dr. Lung Kuan-Hai introduced the survey method and the human ecology
theory of the Chicago School to found the first paradigm of urban sociol-
ogy in Taiwan. The author argues that the theoretical presupposition of
this paradigm from the 1960s and 1970s was to treat space as the “natu-
ral” background of human activities, thereby placing emphasis on the
latter. Around 1987, the political climate in Taiwan changed, bringing
Marxist theories into urban sociology to foster a new trend. The presup-
position of space as the “natural” environment was replaced by a recog-
nition of space as “man-made”. From the early 1990s on, followed by the
wave of the New Urban Sociology and Cultural Studies, topics about the
inequality of urban affairs and the symbolic reconstruction of spaces
returned to the mainstream.
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