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ABSTRACT

The Enhancement of the Farmers’ Association was a critical policy
enforced by the Nationalist government right after its retreat from Main-
land China in 1949. It was an important policy that not only helped estab-
lish the subsequent regime of the Farmers’ Association in Taiwan, but
also absorbed elements of various institutional legacies, including the
legacy of Japanese Occupation period, the Farmers’ Association Law
enacted during the rule of Nationalist government in Mainland China,
the policy advocated by the Joint Commission on Rural Reconstruction
(US. and China) (JCRR), as well as the experiences of agricultural
reform applied in Japan by the General Headquarters of the Allied
Powers. This paper argues that the Enhancement, which can be consid-
ered as a socio-political struggle and reform, not only transformed the
power structure of the Farmers’ Association, but also maintained and
facilitated the social effects of Land Reform in the post-war Taiwan.
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