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ABSTRACT

The recent trends to question the civic humanist version of republi-
canism and to extend republicanism to the theorizing about republics
make it possible to rethink St. Augustine as a republican theorist. He
claims that the City of God lives up to Cicero’s definition of republic,
expands that definition to include the earthly city, and draws discussion
of the earthly city from Roman history and Roman historians’ evalua-
tions: all justify my proposal to regard his political philosophy as a ver-
sion of republicanism, albeit a theological kind.

The earthly city, or the pagan side of his republicanism, can be ana-
lyzed via his ontology, which requires minimal knowledge of God. His
ontology depicts humans as knowing and loveing their beings, and seek-
ing peace within each of themselves and among them. Unknowing the
revealed religion and unbound by morality, the best of them enlarge their
beings with glory which is bestowed in virtue of their contribution to the
expansion of the empire by warfare, while the worst of them engage in
self-regarding lust for dominion. Roman history before Augustus alter-
nates between periods of civil concord when Rome was in rivalry with
other nations, and periods of civil discord when Rome met no obstacles
in expansion.

Augustine’s republicanism for pagans promotes peace of little
nation-states over that of a universal empire wielded by a strong mind.
The virtue of moderation is praised to curb the lust for glory and domin-
ion, even when that lust leads to honorable ends. He differs from Ma-
chiavelli, who pursues an expansionist policy, military virtues, and
strong leadership.
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