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ABSTRACT

This paper examines the patriarchal genealogy of nationalism. It
proceeds in three parts: firstly, theoretically, this paper criticizes the
nationalism theory from a feminist perspective, exploring how the na-
tionalism discourse marginalizes and excludes women from the nation-
building process, and how the national imagination represents and re-
incarnates gender inequality in constructing a male-centered national-
ism. Secondly, the author applies the empirical data to examine how
nationalism turns into a patriarchal identity in Taiwan based upon
asymmetric gender power. It develops through two processes: in terms of
the vertical generational relationship, the father is more powerful than
the mother in shaping the national identity of second generations. And, in
terms of horizontal family relationships, the husband unilaterally affects
the wife’s national identity more than the other way around. Finally,
individual identity is affected and altered by the gender power structure,
and, as society’s gender power becomes more dynamic, this male-
centered genealogy of national identity becomes unstable. In short, this
paper attempts to demonstrate how male-centered nationalism is shaped,
reinforced, and reduced.

Key Words: feminism, nationalism, national identity, gender

power





