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Shipwreck Experience of Cai Ting-lan and
His Travel to Vietnam in 1835
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Associate Research Fellow
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ABSTRACT

In 1835 Cai Ting-lan (£4ER) and his brother, residents of Peng-hu,
returned to the Peng-hu Islands from Kinmen Island, part of Fujian prov-
ince, by ship. Unfortunately, his ship was caught in a storm at sea, and he
and his brother and other passengers were shipwrecked on the Vietnam
coast. The government of Vietnam provided food and helped to repair
the broken ship. After Cai Ting-lan and his brother stayed in Vietnam
for three months, they finally returned to China with the assistance of
Vietnam’s government. Cai Ting-lan was in contact with civil officials
during his stay in Vietnam. Furthermore, he built a good relationship
with the Chinese living in Vietnam. They were taken by escort to the
Sino-Vietnam border. Upon their return to China, Cai Ting-lan wrote up
his travel experiences, and published Hai-nan-za-zu ({ErFEFEZE). His
travelogue combines information on the politicial situation of Vietnam
and on the society of the overseas Chinese there. Although there is insuf-
ficient information on overseas Chinese in Cai Ting-lan’s travel account,
the work provids a fascinating narrative of cultural contacts with Viet-
nam.
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