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ABSTRACT

This research is concerned with the internal network relationships
and contexts between drug transactions in Taiwan, especially focusing
on the individual and organizational drug transactions in the social net-
work system. We find that the interactions between diverse drug groups
rely on strong trust as well as weak and flexible ties. The strong trust
helps to extend the drug market, and the weak ties help to evade tran-
sactional risk. In addition, the shared delivery system of individual drug
dealers (traffickers) is characterized by discontinuance. The discontinu-
ance avoids the group arrests of drug dealers when under monitoring by
the police. The arrest of nodes (dealers) would lead to the collapse of
drug dealers’ organizations.

In the investigation of trust and brokers, changes between drug
dealers in different stages enhance the function of trust in diverse trans-
formations. In the context of transactions, brokers become the carriers
within the network of drug dealers. Those drug dealers have diverse
ideas, which create the limitations that mutually develop reciprocal
actions under economic, logical and social relationships. Besides, the
diverse embeddedness influences the primary stage of drug transactions
and encourages the transactions to embed in the past experience and to
stabilize their transactions. Therefore, the general transactions in the
market lack of the trust of drug market. However, the network is framed
by drug dealers, which limits the expansion of the drug market. The
loosely-coupled network relationships tally with the requirements of
transactions of the drug market. This paper intends to investigate the
criminal world from a micro perspective. By exploring the dynamic
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social network structure between individual actions and organized activ-
ities, this paper provides a different analysis for organizational investi-
gation in Criminal Sociology.
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