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ABSTRACT

The author of this paper advocates a reevaluation of fifth-century
and fourth-century Athenian political thought. The theory of the decline
of Athens, one of the fundamental premises in the study of Greek politi-
cal thought since the mid-nineteenth century, fails to account for real
democratic progress during this period. After presenting the Thucydi-
dean and Platonic versions, two similar but different stories of Athenian
decline, the author illustrates their partisan nature with two historical
events, the law reforms and the reconciliation after the Peloponnesian
War and the civil war. To grasp Athenian political thought, we must go
bevond our long romance with the fifth century to acknowledge a
broader range of ideas and practices.
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