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ABSTRACT

The aim of this paper is to gain a better understanding of how the institu-
tion of concubine marriage was constructed in Taiwan by reviewing different
sources of historical records dated from the late Qing dynasty to the Japanese
colonial era. We probe not only the reasons why concubine marriage existed
and how it functioned in Taiwan’s society in specific eras of the past, but also
the ways in which it was perceived as a unique form of marriage. The data
employed in this study come from a register-based database compiled by the
Japanese colonial government. The area of investigation is limited to Hsinchu
county. This database provides an opportunity to take a closer look at the prac-
tices of concubine marriage in three local villages in the Chupei, Beipu and
Emei areas. Techniques developed from historical and demographical analyses
are applied to trace the causes and consequences of concubine marriage, par-
ticularly the relationship between fertility level and the duration of cohabita-
tion, as well as the destiny of women in concubine marriages after their hus-
bands’ death.
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