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ABSTRACT

In order to clarify public misunderstanding, this study explores the real
situation of foreign spouses’ fertility rate and the birth quality of their babies.
By employing household registration data in 2007, the Survey of Foreign and
Mainland Spouses in 2003, and the eighth survey of knowledge, attitude, and
practices of family planning and reproductive health in 1998 (KAP VIII), we
present the differences of marriage-duration specific fertility rates between for-
eign and Taiwanese women. We also compare the birth quality of foreign
spouses with that of Taiwanese women in terms of the indexes of stillbirth, low
birth weight, birth defects, premature birth, and Apgar score by the birth notifi-
cation data between 2003 and 2007.

Contrary to public understanding, our study shows that the fertility of for-
eign spouses is actually lower than that of Taiwanese married women. Further-
more, their birth quality is also not worse than that of Taiwanese women. As a
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matter of fact, the qualities of foreign spouses’ babies are even better than
those of Taiwanese women in terms of the indexes of stillbirth, low birth
weight and prematurely born.

Key Words: foreign spouse, age-specific fertility rate, marriage-years-
specific fertility rate, health status at birth



