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ABSTRACT

‘Citizenship’ is originally a concept of surmounting the idea of ‘difference’
and marching toward the idea of ‘universality’. However, the idea of ‘univer-
sality’ implies the idea of ‘difference’, thus it often makes some social move-
ments fall into the ‘dilemma of universality’ or the ‘dilemma of difference’: on
the one hand, in order to try to achieve fairness, they must deny the idea of dif-
ference (or emphasize the idea of universality), but on the other hand, in order
to correct some unfavorable situations of the oppressed, they need to empha-
size the idea of difference (or deny the idea of universality). Obviously, this
dilemma is closely connected to the important topics of social justice and
democracy. Does the concept of social justice in a democracy mean that the
authorities should equally treat all citizens, or that the authorities should differ-
ently treat all citizens and create the greatest benefit for the least advantaged?
This article seeks to present a systematic interpretation of the relationship
between social justice and democracy by examining Iris Marion Young’s
theory of ‘politics of difference’.
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