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ABSTRACT

China’s experience with high economic growth has undergone dramatic
change following the reforms initiated in 1978, which not only introduced eco-
nomic incentives, but also encouraged urbanization. Due to the rapid urbaniza-
tion that has taken place, it is particularly worth investigating the size distribu-
tion of Chinese cities. This study is thus an attempt to examine the size distri-
bution of China’s cities over the 1984-2008 period. The results indicate that
the size distribution of Chinese cities is more equal than would be predicted by
Zipf’s law. We also find that the size distribution of cities is more even for larger
cities than for smaller ones. According to our results, a possible explanation for
the more even distribution of large cities relative to the smaller ones is related
to China’s government expenditures and industrial structure. Finally, we find
that economic growth promotes population concentration, and that lower trans-
portation costs will promote population concentration.
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