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ABSTRACT

In the Taiwanese context of credentialism, this study aims to examine the
effects of summer activities on high school students’ educational achievements
and to illustrate how selection biases impact the estimates. Using data from the
first three waves of the Taiwan Education Panel Survey (TEPS), this study
finds that students from higher socioeconomic status (SES) families have more
opportunities to participate in summer activities than those from lower SES
families. Moreover, the fixed effects model analyses reveal that participating in
academic related activities and reading extra-curricular books have positive
influence on students’ achievements, whereas taking extra-curricular activities,
such as music or painting courses, is not beneficial for their achievements.
Nevertheless, these effects are quite small. Finally, the positive effects of par-
ticipating in academic related activities and reading books are greater for the
students with higher-class parents than those with working-class parents, while
participating in language and computer-related activities is more beneficial for
the students with working-class parents than those with higher-class parents.
The implications of these findings for changes in the educational system are
also discussed.
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