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ABSTRACT

The essay explains Rousseau’s puzzling employment of ethic nationalism
from the perspective of his discourse on the relations between freedom and
patriotism. My analysis shows that his political project consists of two funda-
mental concepts of freedom, namely the power of environmental control and
freedom as non-domination. To actualize those two ideas of freedom, the citizen
must be equipped with republican patriotism. Nevertheless, only a well-ordered
republic is able to produce the requisite republican patriotism. Hence, the para-
dox of actualizing a republic: without republican virtues, the republic cannot
function well; without a well-functioning republic, there will be no republican
virtues. Either the republic already exists or the republic can never come into
being. However, Rousseau’s rendering of ethnic nationalism surprisingly solves
this paradox. But its success dangerously depends on the good Lawgiver and
executive power. In the end I suggest that civic participation may provide a
more reliable solution in contemporary society.
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