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ABSTRACT

While Immanuel Kant’s influential essay on his plan for perpetual peace has
been an important resource for contemporary studies on international relations,
due to the obscurity of the text itself there still remain some unresolved interpre-
tive difficulties. One main difficulty lies in understanding the solution that Kant
proposed in his plan for perpetual peace, namely the federation of free states.
Since what Kant proposed is a federation which member states are allowed to
join or withdraw from freely, it leads to the criticism that lack of coercive force
is very likely to lead to the collapse of the federation. Moreover, to contemporary
cosmopolitans, Kant’s proposal also seems to fail to go beyond the limits of
national states, and therefore can be considered outdated. The main aim of this
essay is to re-interpret Kant’s proposal of free federation by comparing Kant’s
theory of international relations with J.J. Rousseau’s revision of Abbé Saint-
Pierre’s well-known project for perpetual peace. I argue that by putting Kant’s
proposal into the context of Rousseau’s revision of Abbé Saint-Pierre’s project,
it can be seen that rather than being outdated, Kant further develops and com-
pletes Rousseau’s unfinished revision by transforming Rousseau’s democratic
republicanism into constitutional republicanism.
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