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ABSTRACT

The Sunflower Movement, which occurred in the spring of 2014 in Taiwan,
has shaken the political kaleidoscope of Taiwan. Based on a survey of sit-in
demonstrators around the Legislative Yuan during the protest, this study explores
to what extent the logic of the collective (as well as perhaps connective) action
reflects the current social movement discourses. Contrary to conventional wis-
dom, strong ties are not more effective in inducing higher levels of protest action.
Among the sit-in participants, those who came on the basis of real life personal
ties stayed much fewer hours than those who came spontaneously or in answer
to the call of “netizens”. However, the strong ties brought more participants,
whereas the weak ties (netizens) contributed to a much smaller percentage of
participants. Additionally, we found that social media users spent significantly
longer hours at the protest site than traditional media users.
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