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ABSTRACT

Habermas’ discussion about the German student movement in the 1960’s
is based on his understanding of the German political, social and educational
context and the problematic nature between legitimacy and legality. In the age of
the student movement, (West) Germany was already a constitutional state. But
in aspects of political culture, legal system and decision making, the moral ideals
in the Basic Law were not completely achieved. The gap between legitimacy and
legality was the elbow room for the student movement. The student movement
as an intellectual movement had the ideals to overcome the problems of capi-
talism and challenge the principle of legality on the basis of the constitution;
The student movement as a social movement was able to call the attention of
citizens and mass media, exert pressure on the government, and politicalize the
public sphere. The aim of student movement was to bring the political discourse
back to the public sphere of the modern state.

Key Words: student movement, civil disobedience, Jiirgen Habermas,
Immanuel Kant, intellectual, legitimacy

Journal of Social Sciences and Philosophy, Volume 28, Number 4, pp. 503-539.
©2016 by RCHSS, Academia Sinica. All rights reserved.



