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Schmitt’s Thought Offers a Criticism against
the Universal Empire?
On the “Tianxia” System as a Concept of
the Universal Empire
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Postdoctoral Research Fellow

Research Center for Humanities and Social Sciences, Academia Sinica

ABSTRACT

In the history of political thought, there are two kinds of political ideas on
how to achieve eternal peace: by means of a supranational universal empire or
of an alliance based on the sovereign nation-states. Schmitt’s writings about
international law and order are the eminent challenge to the second pacifist idea.
This article will point out two crucial arguments from Schmitt’s challenge, which
can also apply to peace in the universal empire: First, who is able to make
decisions (quis judicabit), and second, the pacifist ideal will lead not to total
abolition, but rather to the radicalization of wars.

Furthermore, this article also mentions briefly the popular conception of
“Tianxia” system in China, recently. As a way to think of peacemaking, the
Tianxia system is essentially nothing other than the universal empire. Therefore,
Schmitt’s criticism of peace in the empire also applies to the Tianxia system.
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