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ABSTRACT

This article proposes a revision to existing arguments that the Levellers
demonstrated their idea of political participation based on the theory of natural
rights. After attempts to petition Parliament concerning political and juridical
issues by soldiers and civilians had failed, the idea was gradually developed from
the right of petition, which was based on the ancient constitution and English
common law. This shows that the development of the idea was closely related
to its contemporary social and political background. This study demonstrates
the transformation moment of the idea of franchise and sheds some light on the
importance of the debates by reconstructing the story of the Putney Debates in
detail. Finally, the study reconsiders the meaning of political participation nowa-
days and the revision of our political system.
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