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ABSTRACT

Past research has shown that the etiology of violent behavior has its roots
during adolescence; therefore, investigating the causes of adolescent violent
behavior is critical. The current study adopted two integrated frameworks of
social cognitive theories on violence and aggression to investigate the important
role of violent knowledge structure regarding the formation of adolescent violent
behavior. On the basis of data from a national survey on adolescent violent
behavior, the findings were: (1) Adolescent violent knowledge structure was
influenced by family, personal victimization, affiliated peer characteristics, and
unjust treatment of teachers; (2) violent knowledge structure, in turn, influenced
adolescent violent behavior; (3) violent knowledge structure mediated the asso-
ciation between aforementioned school contexts and adolescent violent behavior.
The theoretical implication of these findings was discussed.
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