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How Were Athenian Democracy and
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A Case Study of the Law Court Speeches of
Aeschines and Demosthenes
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ABSTRACT

This paper examines the relationship between democracy and law from an
Athenian perspective. This paper argues that the Athenian law court maintained
an open space of deliberation through institutional arrangements. Besides, the
law court considered three dilemmas: sycophancy, conflict of public interests
and the manipulation of fortune. This paper concludes that the Athenian rule of
law means the jurors’ thoughtful responses to these dilemmas. The law court
provided the space for deliberation where the jurors, in their search for the
highest public interest, took into account factors such as the relevant statutes, the
spirit of law, public opinions and the background of individual cases. Athenian
democracy and law complemented each other, for the laws made the people
sovereign while the people protected the laws against irrational interference. To
limit the scope of this paper, the court speeches of Aeschines and Demosthenes
are chosen as the focus of discussion.
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