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ABSTRACT

This study analyzes the impact of the Regulation Project of Flood-prone
Areas on electoral results in Kaohsiung, and discusses whether Taiwan has the
phenomenon of retrospective voting. The present study constructs a regression
model for aggregate data based on representative voters, and combines informa-
tion regarding the voting share of each candidate in each village for several
elections, the allocation of flood control works, flooding records, and median
income in each village. It examines the relationship between the change in flood
control works allocated in each village during different mayoral terms, and the
change in voting shares for each candidate in each village among elections. This
study finds that flood control works can create a significant difference in voting
shares between the incumbent mayor (or county magistrate) and an ordinary
candidate; however, there is insufficient evidence to conclude that these construc-
tions can also make a difference in voting share between an ordinary candidate
and the candidate from the national incumbent pary.
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