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The Elegy of Structural Vulnerability:
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ABSTRACT

The mainstream research on migrant workers’ health adopts the perspective
of disease prevention and management, which regards migrant workers as the
subject of governance. The approach pays little attention to social infrastructures
and institutional arrangements that shape their health experiences. Relying upon
qualitative interviews, this study adopts the approach of structural vulnerability
to examine how the intersectionality of political-economic, cultural, and psycho-
dynamic factors affects migrant fishermen’s working and health experiences in
their everyday life. The research findings point out that, in the transnational
context, the institutional arrangements embedded in the migration regime and
labor regime impact migrant fishermen’s working conditions and environment,
occupational hazards, and health. Using migrant fishermen’s daily experiences
as the entry point of the investigation, first, this research aims to enrich the
analytical approach to migrant workers’ health; second, extended from the cur-
rent studies, this research hopes to provide further understanding of migrant
fishermen’s situations and experiences.

Key Words: migrant fishermen, health, working experiences, structural
constraints, structural Vulnerability
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