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ABSTRACT

Taiwan has been enthusiastically learning elderly-care policies from abroad,
as its population is rapidly aging. It has even drafted a long-term care insurance
(LTCI) bill—following what super-aged countries like Germany and Japan did
decades ago. While Germany chose “cash benefits,” Japan opted for “service-
only,” owing to feminist groups’ opposition. When Taiwan attempted to adopt
the German LTCI model, feminist, labor, and elderly advocacy groups criticized
the government intensely. They worried that if cash payments were available,
most Taiwanese would opt for them, rendering no alleviation of burdens on
family caregivers—mostly women. During Taiwan’s legislative debates, how-
ever, there seemed to be little discussion on the program characteristics and
consequences of the original German cash benefits. The present study sets out
to explore this phenomenon systematically and finds significant differences and
omissions exist in the knowledge about the German LTCI between the scholarly
literature published in Chinese and English languages.
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