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ABSTRACT

Since the Indigenous Peoples Basic Law was announced in 2001, biracial
children who have an indigenous mother’s surname have been entitled to inherit
indigenous status. Based on 2010 household and population censes data, this
study focuses on those who have an indigenous mother and Han Chinese father
and explores the ethnic inheritance of biracial children. The main findings are
as follows: (1) Nearly half of biracial children inherit their indigenous mother’s
ethnicity. (2) Daughters are more likely to inherit their indigenous mother’s eth-
nicity than sons. (3) An only child is less likely to inherit an indigenous mother’s
ethnicity. (4) The more siblings one has, the more likely a biracial child is to
inherit an indigenous mother’s ethnicity. The study concludes that patrilineal rules
still significantly affect the choice of surname for those with an indigenous mother
and Han Chinese father. Nevertheless, the welfare and rights derived from the
indigenous status do facilitate the choice of an indigenous mother’s surname.

Key Words: biracial, ethnic intermarriage, mother’s surname, population
census
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