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ABSTRACT

From Aristotle to social contract theory, contract doctrine has been through
transformations, and by the 18th century, it had developed the principle that the
state should not interfere with individual contract freedom. As the Industrial Rev-
olution emerged, however, the unequal contract conditions between employees
and employers had become worse. In order to found his call for legal reformation
of these unequal conditions on a solid base, Green criticised social contract theory
and the individualist conception of contractual freedom and constructed an alter-
native theory consisting of individual freedom, common goods and government
intervention. The present article aims to expound the practical significance of
Green’s theoretical works, and accordingly, it will explicate how the class repre-
sentation issue in the 19th century British Labour Legislation movement prompted
Green to reconstruct the theorem of liberalism and provide a theory for the ref-
ormation. What Green thus established is a popular democratic theory with a
focus on contractual justice and state duty.
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