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ABSTRACT

The article begins with thorough examinations of the views of Fukuzawa
Yukichi, other authors of Jiji Shinpo (Current Events) and Takekoshi Yosaburo
on what Taiwan meant to Japan in the Meiji Era and proceeds to explore their
discourses on how to rule Taiwan in the context of global history. They were
like European Liberal Imperialists, tending to discuss issues of domestic poli-
tics from the point of view of liberalism; however, on the other side, they also
expressed their opinions from the perspective of imperialism in foreign poli-
cies. In fact, success of the European empires prompted the European liberals
to believe that they did not need to apply their moral and political standards to
the non-European, and the liberals of the Meiji period upheld the same belief,
although they were also non-Europeans. However, some differences remain in
their views on colonial policies, and this article therefore showcases these sim-
ilarities and differences between the two groups.
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