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ABSTRACT

“Disability studies” is an academic discipline developed in the industrialized
countries since the 1970s, and it has developed various social, cultural and
political epistemologies. This research reviews the theoretical developments of
disability studies in social science, including the social model, minority model,
human rights model and post-colonial approach, and discusses the institutionaliza-
tion of disability studies in the English-speaking world. In addition, it reviews
the process of introduction of disability studies to Taiwan. Finally, it examines
the disability studies literature in Taiwan and discusses the issues and challenges
of localization and the future of disability studies in Taiwan.
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