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Pirate Lin Daoqian of Late Ming in Taiwan:
A New Exploration
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ABSTRACT

Lin Daoqian, one of the leading pirates of the late Ming, travelled frequently
between Taiwan and mainland China. It is argued by this article that it was not
Yu Dayou, but Qi Jiguang and his forces who in 1566 forced the sea-bandits led
by Lin Daogian to flee to the Wang Harbour, Dongfan, in Taiwan. Lin Daoqgian
and his sea-bandits did not sail to Cambodia in 1573. Instead, they were active
in the Taiwan Strait. The author contends that the ‘Beigang’ in the historical
documents referred to a number of harbours on the Taiwan coast, including Wang
Harbour, Xingang, Saccam, and Tayouan Harbour. Based on some recently dis-
covered Ming records, the author points out that Wang Harbour was in the lower
reaches of the Xingang River in southern Taiwan, and the Beigang did not
become the maritime trade counterpart of Haicheng in southern Fujian until
1591.
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