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“Every War Derived Entirely from Just Causes,
Is a Just War”: Hugo Grotius’s Discursive Strategy
and Political Thought in De Jure Praedae
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ABSTRACT

This article reconstructs the intellectual context of the Dutch jurist Hugo
Grotius’ (1583-1645) De Jure Praedae, in particular, the relation between Gro-
tius’ political thought and the political reality with the Dutch Republic faced at
the time, including its international politics as well as the developing political
discourse of a secular state. It emphasizes the changing conceptions of the law-
ful use of force to maintain free trade and navigation right from the perspective
of political secularization. For Grotius, consent is the foundation of all human
laws and it provides the legitimacy for and legality of the right to resist the
Spanish rule. By comparing his early works and De Jure Praedae, this article
shows how Grotius’s republicanism and his thoughts on the political state
gradually moves from the traditional republican conceptions, such as reason
and virtue, toward consent theory.
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