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ABSTRACT

The aftermath of the 2008 global financial crisis has seen the (re)emergence
of populism. This “wave of populism” has continued, and reached its climax in
2016 when Trump was elected the U.S. President, and the UKIP succeeded in
persuading the majority of the British participating in the referendum to vote to
leave the EU. In Asia, scholarly discussion about populism has focused on the
landslide victories of India’s populist leader of the Hindu nationalist BJP, Narenda
Modi in the elections of 2014 and 2019. Indian democracy has been regarded
as a case “defying the odds” from the perspective of modernisation theory. It
had emerged and been maintained in socioeconomic conditions unfavourable
for democracy. Moreover, populism has always been a salient characteristic of
Indian democracy. Using India as the case, this article seeks to engage in theo-
retical debate about populism and democracy through an empirical analysis of
major populist movements in the country’s post-independence history.

Key Words: populism, democracy, India, Hindu nationalism, agrarian and
peasant populism, linguistic and ethnic nationalism, socialism

Journal of Social Sciences and Philosophy, Volume 34, Number 1, pp. 117-151.
©2022 by RCHSS, Academia Sinica. All rights reserved.



