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ABSTRACT

The present article investigates the theory of radical democracy developed
by Ernest Laclau and Chantal Mouffe, in hopes of elucidating two theoretical
moments in left populism: antagonism and hegemonic formation. On one hand,
as a political ontological assumption, antagonism as “the political” cannot be
embodied by any concrete enemy. On the other hand, the effect of hegemonic
formation in ontic political dynamics is represented by the taking up of univer-
sality by particular elements, in which various political forces compete in their
efforts to present their particular objectives as those which carry out this filling
function. In the theoretical conceptions of radical democracy, the double gaps
emerging in ontological and ontic aspects and their immediate mutual reference
make left populism totally different from right-wing populism.
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