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ABSTRACT

Has the Protestant ethics revealed by Weber in The Protestant Ethic and the
Spirit of Capitalism disappeared today? At first glance, the appearance of the “last
man” seems to confirm the decline of Protestant ethics, but its meaning is very
vague and it has yet to be clarified. On the other hand, the principle of rejection
of idolatry that Weber found in the Puritans implies (and the Puritans themselves
understood) the proposition that all beings are equal before God. From this per-
spective, the reason Weber strongly criticizes the “last man” is not that this type
of person replaced Protestant ethics, but that they are in conflict with each other:
the “last man” destroys equality between people and intends to cancel the eternal
contract between God and the creature. In fact, this proposition of Protestant
Ethic is still persuasive, at least in the minds of some economists.
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